4th. Not better; blister gave her much pain; she is now delirious, and vomits incessantly.
Died on the morning of the 5th.
I felt so intense an interest in this case, that I was determined to omit no exertion to procure an examination of the body. I accordingly sought out the patient's residence, explained to her friends the nature of her case, and earnestly requested they would "permit me to examine the body, after its removal from the hospital. The request was complied with, and the dissection performed by my friend, Surgeon
Trant, in my presence.
On opening the abdomen, we were soon directed to the seat of the disease by a remarkable blackness, which presented itself in the lower portion of the ileum, where it is connected with the ccecum. On examining this portion of the intestine accurately, we discovered that it was strangulated in an extraordinary manner, by a membraneous band or chord, which embraced it tightly, and completely prevented the passage of feculeut matter.
It was at first imagined that the stricture was effected by a convolution of the appendix vermiformis; but, on further examination, it was ascertained that the stricture was formed by two of the appendices epiploicae attached to the ccecum and colon, which descended over the extremity of the ileum in a singular manner, and enveloped it in a loop, which completely annihilated its cavity. The whole of the peritoneal coat was in a state of inflammation; and the omentum, which was red and vascular, adhered to the intestines in several points.
Thus I had the satisfaction of ascertaining that no remedies which our art can fur- After unusual exertion, she noticed that slight exercise produced lassitude and fatigue, excited palpitations of the heart, a throbbing, obvious to the eye, above the sternum, and on the right side of the neck, and caused a sense of beating in the head, and through the limbs to the ends of her fingers. These symptoms increased, and the pulsation above the sternum and on the side of the neck, became permanent, although feeble when she was sitting. The augmentation of the symptoms finally arrived to such a degree as to prevent all active exertion.
I visited her on January 4th, 1830. As she had been perfectly quiet, nothing could be observed but a sallowness of complexion, and a slight throbbing above the sternum and right clavicle. I explored the chest with the stethoscope. The respiration was clear and distinct in every region of the thorax; indicating, as might have been expected from her finely expanded chest, an admirable pair of lungs. The rythm of the heart was natural; the impulse rather strong, and sound somewhat louder than usual, but not to an extent that could be regarded as morbid, or belong" ing to organic change. No purring sound, throbbing, or uncommon noise, under the right clavicle or superior end of the sternum, (marks of aneurism,) could be heard. The appetite was excellent, diet too full, digestion perfect; bowels perfectly regular, and evacuations natural. The menstrual discharge, which had declined rapidly since the invasion of the present symptoms, had not returned at the last period, the first of the month. The tongue was clean and moist, but was without colour, as were the lips, gums, and inside of the mouth; the pavilion of the ear, when held to the light, was nearly diaphanous. When quiet, she experienced not the slightest inconvenience, and would not, she remarked to me, be conscious of any thing unusual in her situation.
I now requested her to ascend a flight of stairs, and return. On entering the room, she threw herself into a chair, with an exclamation that "she was nearly gone." She exhibited a picture of exhaustion: her limbs hung relaxed, her head fell on her shoulder, she panted violently for breath; the throbbing above the sternum and on the sides of the neck was violent, but strongest on the right; the heart palpitated excessively j its contractions were tumultuous, so as not to be counted, and In about an hour after this last dose, a loud borborygmus was heard in the belly .* the patient was extremely restless, screamed out violently, and it was believed he would quickly die: but suddenly he rose from his bed, and discharged from the anus an immense quantity of fecal matter, and in the course of a very short time he had several stools. The mercury was seen divided into small globules in the evacuations. The cure was now completely effected.
In the second case, a woman had suffered violent colic for many days, in consequence of obstinate constipation. She vomited incessantly, and discharged fecal matter by the mouth, together with a brown chocolate-coloured mass. Her face exhibited great anxiety; skin cold, pulse small and rapid, great debility. The danger was imminent. Great tenderness over the whole surface of the abdomen, which had a doughy feel, from the immense accumulation of feces. The patient was in a constant state of agitation, and uttered the most piercing cries. A warm bath and clysters were tried, without benefit. Every medicine was immediately rejected, with violent vomiting. M. Ebers now determined to give four ounces_of quicksilver at a dose. In a few minutes after having taken it, she became more tranquil, although the pain continued with equal severity. In an hour, two ounces more of the metal ?were given, and the patient soon fell asleep. She had not dozed more than half an hour, when she awoke in an apparently dying state; but at the same moment she had a very copious and fetid evacuation, which was followed by several more. In each evacuation mercury was detected. After this free action upon the bowels, the patient was completely relieved, and in a few days she was restored to her accustomed health.
It will be observed, that in both these cases the mercury acted in a similar manner. the patient happening, however, to witness the operation of acupuncturation, requested that it might be tried in his case ; he was accordingly directed to remain without medicine until the next paroxysm occurred, when a fold of the skin being raised at the seat of the pain, through it were inserted six steel needles; after fifteen minutes they were removed, and it was found that the pain had entirely disappeared. The ensuing month the pain again returned, but with less severity; the introduction of the needles was repeated, and in ten minutes the pain was entirely gone, nor has it again returned, although eight months have elapsed since the operation was last performed: previously, for a twelvemonth, the pain recurred regularly every month. Case IV. This was an inflammatory affection of the left arm, extending from the shoulder to the elbow, and produced by the patient having, three days before, carried a basket heavily loaded with wood up a steep hill. By the advice of a surgeon, she had lost three cups of blood, had twenty leeches applied to the affected arm, followed by frictions with the volatile liniment. When Dr. B. saw the patient, the arm was greatly swollen and red; the slightest touch, and every motion of the limb, increased the pain; the pulse quick, full, and hard. The patient was upwards of forty-five years old, of a robust constitution, and had previously enjoyed good health. Notwithstanding the symptoms of this case appeared to call for the continuance of depletory measures, yet several circumstances induced Dr. B. previously to try the effects of acupuncturation: fifteen needles were accordingly inserted at the seat of the disease, in various directions; when, after fifteen minutes, they were withdrawn, the patient declared that her sufferings were much lessened, and she was able to move the arm freely. She besought Dr. B. to permit her to return the following day, in order that, by a repetition of the operation, her pain might be entirely removed. Nothing more, however, was seen of this patient for two months, when she came to the doctor's house in company with another patient. She then stated that the day after the operation, all pain having ceased, and the free motion of the arm in every direction having returned, she had therefore not thought it necessary to trouble the doctor. No remedy of any kind, excepting the acupuncturation, had been employed.
Case V. K., a man about forty years old, had for two years laboured under a pain of the loins, which finally arose to such a height as to prevent him from following his business. Every motion of the lower extremities augmented the pain, and a recumbent posture was the only ene in which any ease could be obtained. There was no fever, the appetite was diminished, the tongue covered with a white fur; great tendency to constipation. An interrupted state of the circulation through the abdominal vessels was evinced by the sallow complexion, uneasy feelings in the abdomen, frequent griping pains in the region of the stomach, and the occasional fits of peevishness to which the patient was subject, without any external cause ; no hardness or swelling in the abdomen could be detected. The patient was, during three weeks, treated by gentle resolvents, and an occasional cathartic. Under these remedies his general health improved; tongue cleaner, appetite restored, and the inclination to peevishness removed ; but ihe pain in the loinsi was in no degree abated. For two weeks all remedies were diicontinued, at the end of which time, the pain still continuing, five needles were inserted on each side of the loins ; after fifteen minutes they were withdrawn, and the pain was found lessened at the place of their insertion, but removed lower down. For ten days the operation was repeated daily on that part to which the pain was successively removed, and the patient was then enabled, without inconvenience, to bend and turn himself in every direction, which he had been unable to do for two years.
" Twelve months have now elapsed since the last performance of the operation, and the condition of the patient is still the same," Case VI. A man, about forty years oldj had for eight weeks been affected with a chronic rheumatic inflammation of the left eye, with opacity of the cornea. The usual remedies had been employed without effect. When Dr. B. saw the patient, he still complained of pain in the head and eye. Blisters were directed to the back of the neck, to the fontanels, and to both arms, with various remedies internally j these produced no effect. For two weeks all medicines were suspended : acupuncturation was now performed, and the inflammation of the eye and pain of the head were entirely removed ; the opacity of the cornea was also considerably diminished. The operation was repeated daily for two months, to ascertain its effects upon the latter, when, to the astonishment of the doctor, he found that the spot upon the cornea was reduced to less than one half its original size, and its opacity so much diminished that it interfered very little with the patient's sight. A young woman, aetat. twenty-two, who had never menstruated, was attacked at the age of seventeen with colic, which gradually increased in severity. She became pale, emaciated, melancholy, and lost her appetite. Twice in the course of one year the pains in the abdomen, which always commenced in the hypogastric region, were ?o severe as to endanger the life of the patient; they gave rise to violent fever and delirium. Violent paroxysms of hysteria followed. M. Delpech was now consulted. In the hypogastrium, a spheroid and moveable tumor was felt, which was very tender, when touched; it impeded the motion of the patient, and rose as high as the umbilicus. It was presumed that this tumor was the uterus distended by the retained menses, but no trace of the cervix or os uteri could be detected. A puncture was made in the most depending part of the tumor in the vagina, and about one pint and a half of a brown inodorous fluid was discharged, of an oily consistence. The tumor was now diminished to half its former size. The discharge continued for several days, and the opening that had been with a trocar could be felt in the vagina. 
